Mitral valve prolapse and coronary artery spasm
Sir, I read with interest the article on Prinzmetal's angina and coronary artery spasm by Huckell and coworkers (Br Heart J 1981; 45: 649-55) . The authors mentioned the association of mitral valve prolapse in eight of their 18 patients with Prinzmetal's angina, and wondered whether this finding was causative or coincidental, or whether patients with mitral prolapse were more prone to develop coronary artery spasm. That there is indeed a causal relation between mitral valve prolapse and coronary artery disease with or without spasm has been fairly well established. This letter was shown to Dr Huckell who replies as follows.
Sir,
We agree that a causal relation between mitral valve prolapse and coronary artery disease with and without spasm has been reasonably established.-3 Our study reviewed the clinical course of our patients with coronary artery spasm and only secondarily looked at the instance of mitral valve prolapse in the same patient. We reviewed the angiographic appearance of the prolapse in the eight patients with this finding. Several did have a "nipple" appearance as described by Cheng4; in the majority, however, the appearance of the prolapse was not clearly definable as either a "beak" or "nipple". 
